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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dear friend of CCLP, 
 
The past year marked a historic year for poverty reduction in Colorado and the Colorado Center on Law and Policy.  
 
On the health care front, Medicaid expansion was implemented and a brand new concept for purchasing health 
insurance — the new insurance marketplace known as Connect for Health Colorado — was introduced to consumers .  
 
On the economic security side, Colorado made the greatest investment in child care in a generation. That means 
thousands of single moms and low-income families will have access to more affordable child care, allowing the parents 
to enter and stay in the workforce without having to worry about their child’s well-being. 
 
And here at CCLP, we turned a huge corner. You’ll notice we’ve been fortunate to lure highly qualified professionals to 
fill openings on staff. At the same time, you’ll also notice that we’ve got some new supporters, and a lot more of them.  
 
This is a new day at CCLP. We remain committed to serving as a powerhouse for the poor, but we are also more 
committed than ever to the financial stability of our organization. That stability is partly reflected in this document, and 
will become more evident as the year goes on.  Our work advocating for the neediest Coloradans is possible only if we 
are a stable, thriving organization. Our strength depends on you. You make our work possible, and I’m grateful for your 
continued support. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Claire Levy 

Executive Director 

 

ABOUT CCLP 

Dedicated to reducing poverty and advancing economic security, the Colorado Center on Law and Policy has served as the 

leading voice for low-income Coloradans for more than 15 years.  

As a leader in the advocacy community, CCLP provides policymakers, opinion leaders, nonprofit organizations and the 
general public with research and analysis  about issues important to low-income Coloradans; we advocate in the legislature 
and before executive decision makers to further those issues; and we litigate them when necessary. 

Our Mission 

The Colorado Center on Law and Policy advances the health, economic security and wellbeing of low-income Coloradans 

through research, education, advocacy and litigation. 
 

Our History 

CCLP is the only organization that provides the critical advocacy formerly provided by Colorado’s federally funded legal 

services programs. In 1995 and 1996, legal services programs suffered significant losses due to federal budget cuts. New 

federal laws prohibited many forms of administrative and legislative advocacy and barred legal aid programs from 

participating in class action litigation. These laws severely restricted critical legal advocacy and representation of the poor by 

Colorado’s legal services programs.  The Colorado Lawyers’ Trust Account Foundation provided funds to establish an 

independent nonprofit agency to continue the work federally funded legal services agencies could no longer do, forming 

CCLP in 1998. Since then, CCLP has become a leader in the advocacy community and in working with key policy stakeholders 

on health care, welfare reform, fiscal policy and other critical issues. 
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CLAIRE LEVY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

James E. Scarboro, Chair 

Lisa A. Reynolds,  Chair-elect 

David Butler, Treasurer 

Jerome DeHerrera, Treasurer-elect 

Jonathan D. Asher 

Meshach Y. Rhodes 

William Callison 

Molly Ryan 

T. A. Taylor-Hunt 

Annie Wohlgenant 

Leadership. Experience. Passion.  

 

Those traits set Claire Levy apart.  

 

CCLP’s Board of Directors identified those qualities in Claire when it  hired her 

in October 2013 to serve as CCLP’s fourth executive director.  

 

“Claire’s arrival marks the beginning of an exciting new chapter in the history 

of CCLP. As a well-respected leader in our community, she brings a level of 

prominence and expertise to the organization that I think is reflected in the 

success our organization has experienced in just her first six months,” said 

James Scarboro, the chairman of CCLP’s board of directors.  

 

Claire came to serve CCLP after serving seven years in the Colorado House of Representatives. In that role she 

distinguished herself as a leader on several issues, including serving as the voice for people who are often overlooked in 

public policy. She served in leadership roles on the Judiciary, 

Appropriations and Joint Budget committees.  

 

“CCLP’s staff and Board are excited about the new energy and 

vision that Claire brings to the organization,” Scarboro said. 

 

In 2013, the ACLU Colorado honored Claire with its Carl 

Whitehead Memorial Award for her legislative work on 

reducing prison sentences, reforming juvenile justice 

practices, fighting discrimination and advocating for the 

repeal of the death penalty. 

 

 

 

STAFF 

Claire Levy 
Executive Director 

 

Elisabeth Arenales 
Director of Health Program 

 

Chaer Robert 
Manager of Family Economic  
Security  Program 
 

Michelle Webster 
Manager of Policy and Budget 
Analysis 
 

Terry Scanlon 
Public Affairs Manager 

 

Kesi Relyea 
Manager of Support Services 

 

Allison Neswood 
Health Care Attorney 

 

Bethany Pray 
Health Care Attorney 

 

Casey O’Donnell 
Research Fellow 

 

Aubrey Hasvold 
Public Affairs Fellow 
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The Colorado Center on Law and Policy made progress in 

the pursuit of poverty reduction in the past year. On the 

advocacy, research, legislative and litigation fronts CCLP 

staff made a difference in advancing economic 

opportunity for low-income Coloradans. 

 

The implementation of the Affordable Care Act brought a 

reduction in the number of Coloradans who are 

uninsured. And while the growing economy resulted in 

more jobs available to Coloradans, work remains to be 

done in building a fairer economy as many Colorado 

families have seen their income stagnate in past decade. 

 

 CCLP’s work effectively addresses policy shortcomings 

because our staff members routinely reach out to allies 

to inform our work with the experience of others. As part 

of that effort, CCLP plays a leading role in the following coalitions:  

 Skills2Compete Colorado 

 Health Advocates Alliance 

 All Families Deserve a Chance Coalition 

 Colorado Social Legislation Committee 

 Women’s Lobby of Colorado 

 

 CCLP’s research team produced a wide variety of data and analysis that helped shape 

the public discussion on issues related to poverty reduction in the past year, including: 

 State of Working Colorado 2013, which highlighted growing income 

inequality in Colorado. 

 Our Dollars, Our Health, which revealed an inexplicable variance in costs at 

hospitals in Colorado. 

 Colorado Works Handbook, which provides guidance to consumers on how 

to navigate the benefits provided to low-income Coloradans through the Colorado Works program. 

 

In 2013, The Health Care team solidified its 

status as the leading consumer advocates in 

Colorado.  

 Our attorneys secured benefits for 

thousands of Coloradans on Medicaid who 

were wrongly denied coverage. 

 We trained lawyers to handle Exchange 

and Medicaid appeals. 

 We worked with two partner 

organizations on the Consumer Engagement 

Project, which provided policymakers with 

early feedback about effectiveness of the 

implementation of key parts of the 

 

MAKING PROGRESS ON POVERTY REDUCTION 
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The Colorado Center on Law and Policy played a 

decisive role in developing and advancing a number of 

meaningful bills that Governor John Hickenlooper 

signed into law in 2014.  

 

Three of those bills will improve the lives of low-

income Coloradans by lowering the cost of child care 

for the poorest working families.  

 HB-1072 ensures that low-wage workers will be 

able to claim an income tax credit for a portion of their 

child care costs.   

 HB-1317 and SB-3 improves the Colorado Child 

Care Assistance Program by expanding the number of 

families who are served, providing greater payment 

assistance and allocating funding for the development 

of solutions to the cliff effect. 

 

Health care affordability was another area in which CCLP 

played a leading role at the Capitol. CCLP led the push for  

SB-187, which created the Colorado Commission on 

Affordable Health Care. The commission, which will include 

CCLP’s Health Program Director Elisabeth Arenales, will 

recommend solutions for mitigating health care cost drivers 

in Colorado.  

 

CCLP drove the success of several other key bills, including: 

 

 SB-50, which sets 

uniform standards for the 

implementation of hospital 

financial assistance policies 

and creates an enforcement mechanism when corrective action is necessary.  

 

 SB-12, which improves benefits to Coloradans living with a disability who have little or 

no income and assets and are physically unable to work. It increases the amount of monthly  

assistance provided through the Aid to the Needy Disabled (AND) program and creates a 

pilot program that will help more AND recipients transition to federal aid programs. 

 

 HB-1085, which provides state funding for adult basic education and promotes 

partnerships between adult education providers and workforce development organizations. 

 

 Two bills were passed that reduces the barriers that prevent many Coloradans from 

obtaining a photo ID. SB-194 designates special DMV staff to help those who have trouble 

accessing their birth certificate navigate the application process. SB-87 allows for simple 

resolutions to cases involving minor inconsistencies in the spelling of names.  

 

 A LANDMARK YEAR AT THE CAPITOL 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Health care costs 

Rising health care costs present serious challenges for Coloradans. Between 2000 and 2010 the average yearly premium for 

a family with private insurance skyrocketed from $6,797 to $13,393 — a 97 percent increase. In order for policymakers to 

make effective decisions about containing costs, more needs to be known about the drivers of rising health care costs.  

 

CCLP’s Health Program Director Elisabeth Arenales will serve 

on the newly formed Colorado Commission on Affordable 

Health Care. In that role, she will provide an independent 

consumer voice to the critical discussion about how the state 

can address rising health care costs. 

 

Poverty Network 

CCLP is taking the lead on organizing a statewide poverty-

reduction network. The network will include service providers, 

policy groups, regional organizations and governmental 

entities. As the coordinator of the network, CCLP will manage 

the development of policy proposals that will reduce poverty 

and expand economic security for low-income Coloradans. 

 

Health Equity 

CCLP works on the intersection of poverty and access to health care that so often results in disparities in health outcomes. 

Certain groups of people and places across the state have less access to health coverage and services and consistently have 

worse health outcomes. CCLP focuses on efforts to improve health equity so all Coloradans have the opportunity to achieve 

health and wellbeing.  

 

Health equity goes beyond health care access and affordability. Individual and community health and wellbeing are 

inextricably linked to social and economic factors. The issue of health disparities often emerges in our work given its deep 

connection to poverty.   
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Support and revenue Unrestricted 
Temporarily  

restricted 
Total 

Contributions $242,910 $468,343 $711,253 

In-kind contributions $11,538 - $11,538 

Other income $3,425 - $3,425 

Program revenue - - - 

Net assets released from restrictions $463,578 ($463,578) - 

Total support and revenue $740,490 $745,255 $873,584 

Expenses Unrestricted 
Temporarily  

restricted 
Total 

Family Economic Security Program $189,269 - $189,269 

Health Care Program $395,709 - $395,709 

Budget and Policy Analysis $234,018 - $234,018 

Management and general $113,560 - $113,560 

Fundraising $68,716 - $68,716 

Total expenses $1,001,272 - $1,001,272 

Change in Assets Unrestricted 
Temporarily  

restricted 
Total 

Increase (decrease) in net assets before 

discontinued operations 
($260,782) $4,765 ($256,017) 

Discontinued operations — contributions (COFPI) - - - 

Discontinued operations — program expenses 

(COFPI) 
- - - 

Increase (decrease) in net assets ($260,782) $4,765 ($256,017) 

Net assets beginning of year $446,572 $100,709 $547,281 

Net assets end of year $185,790 $105,474 $291,264 

CCLP’s complete 2013 financial audit can be found online at cclponline.org. 

CCLP STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES  

Year ended Dec. 31, 2013 

S:/Audit 2012.pdf
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Foundations/Grants 
Arc of Denver, Inc. - Advocacy Denver 
Arnold & Porter  
Atonement Lutheran Church   
Black Family Charitable Fund   
Boettcher Foundation   
Brett Family Foundation  
Chambers Family Fund  
Civil Rights Education and 
 Enforcement Center  
Colorado Bar Foundation  
CO College  
CO Consumer Health Initiative 
CO School & Public  
CO Gives 
COLTAF  
Denver Foundation  
Hill Family Foundation   
Humphreys Foundation  
Kahn Family Fund  
Kaplan Kirsch  
Kresge Foundation 
Lawson Living Trust Deposit  
Lederer Foundation   
Mendez Consulting  
Michl Fund   
Mile High United Way  
Newton Family Fund  
Northwest CO Council of Gov.  
Rose Community Foundation  
Schultz Family Fund  
Schwab Charitable Fund 
Shamos Family Foundation  
Singer Fund  
The Colorado Health Foundation  
The Colorado Trust  
The Women's Foundation of Colorado 
Weller Investment Co   

Individual Donors 
Paul Aaker 
Lois Abbot 
Kevin Abels 
Margaret Ackerman 
Senator Irene Aguilar 
Nina Amabile 
Rebecca Anderson-Fischer 
Debra Armbruster 
Jonathan Asher 
John and Elinor Ball 
Frederick Baumann 
David Becher 
Robert Benson 
Jennifer Bezoza 
Christy Blakely 
Andrea Bloom 
Carolyn Bninski 
Christopher and Margot 
 Brauchli 
Joan and Larry Brennan 
Patricia Brewster-Willeke 
Steve Briggs 
Linda Brown 
Nita Brown 
Margaret Browne 
Mike Browning 
Mary Colleen Bryan 
Kurt Burgharot 
Nan Burroughs 
David Butler 
Bruce Campbell 
Minerva Canavan 
Joel Cantrick 
Gerald Caplan 
Clay and Harriet Carpenter 
Tom Carrillo 
Charles Carter 
Karen Chandler 
Barbara Charnes 
Mary Lee Chin 
Richard Collins  
Talmage Connie 
Christy Cutler 
Christy Cutler 
Michel R. Dahlin 
Dianna Damask 
Denise DePercin 
Patricia Dean 
Jerome DeHererra 
Cynthia Delaney 
Katherine Dines 
Jean Dubofsky 
Kelly Dunkin 
Leslie Durgin 
Horn E.H. 
Kim Erickson 
Michael Feeley 
Anne Fenerty 
Gail Finley 
Adela Flores-Brennan 
William Ford 

Sheila Fortune 
Nathan Foster 
Ken Gerdes 
Lynn Gilbert 
Marcy Glenn 
Janey Gohl 
Peggy Gonder 
Thomas Gottlieb 
Daniel Gould 
Cameron and Deborah 
 Graham 
Barbara Green 
Jean Greenberg 
Faith Gross 
Lynn Guissinger 
Sam and Jean Guyton 
Kim Hagar 
Marilyn Halpern 
Bill Hanna 
Greg Harms 
Richard Harris 
Frances Hartogh 
Jane Hays 
Stratton Heath 
Rich and Pam Hennessey 
Becky Henrekin 
Diane Hergott 
Minna Hewes 
Sigrid H. Higdon 
Marielle Higgins 
Jeannette Hillery 
Mary Hoagland 
Stephen Hoegee 
Nancy Hoffmaster 
Barbara Holland 
Diana Holland 
Herbert Homan 
Louise Hurlbut 
Julia Hutchins 
Sharon Hwang 
Paul Isenstadt 
Alexander Jo 
Elise Jones 
Suzanne Jones 
Debra Judy 
Stephen Kaplan 
Amidon Karen 
Sharon and Ross Kelman 
Julie Kerksick 
John Kezer 
Laura King 
Duane Kline 
T.E. Konrad 
Robert Kropfli 
Loran and Conrad Lattes 
Jim Laurie 
Michael Leccese 
Pete and Lynn Lee 
Richard Leiser 
Chris Leh and Natalie 
 Hanlon-Leh 
Claire Levy 

Joan C. Lieberman  
Leslie Lomas 
Kim Lord 
George Lyford 
Bruce Madison 
James H. Maguire 
Caroline Malde 
Margaretha Maloney 
Sarah Mapes 
Erik Martin 
Caroline Matthews 
Erik Maulbetsch 
Delana Maynes 
Beth McCann 
Aileen McGinley 
Annette Mickle 
Robert Molison 
Matthew Monley 
Nan Morehead 
Liane Morrison 
Julie Mueller 
Mary Mullarkey 
Lois Munson 
William Murane 
Christine Murphy 
William Neighbors 
Maury Nichols 
Peg O'Keefe 
Linda Olson  
Grace Ormsby 
Christopher Ott 
Mary Parker 
Jeff and Jessica Pearson 
Robert S. Pelcyger 
David Pertz 
Carol Plockl 
Stephen Pomerance 
Fredrick Powers 
Rick Powers 
William Prakken 
Christine Quinlan 
John Real 
Judy Reid 
Lisa Reynolds 
Reid Reynolds 
Meshach Y. Rhoades 
Robert Rich 
Susan Ricketts 
Elizabeth and Perry Ritenour 
Elizabeth Roalstad 
Sheryl Roalstad 
Chaer Robert 
Ray Robert 
Barry Rosenberg 
Diane Rosenthal 
Robert Rosenthal 
Sharon Rouse 
Ted Rubin 
David Ruchman  
Dorothy Rupert 
Molly Ryan 
Nedra San Filippo 

Bruce Sattler 
Mildred Scanlon 
James Scarboro 
Christine T. Schmidt 
Alan Schwartz 
Rache Schwartz 
Michael Serruto 
Mark Shapiro 
James Shaw 
Britta Singer 
David Skaggs 
Alana Smart 
Tracey Stewart 
Helen R. Stone 
Ray and Marilyn Stranske 
Ruth Struik 
Connie Talmage 
T. A. Taylor-Hunt 
Jeff Thormodsgaard 
Elyse Tipton 
Giles Toll 
Luis Toro 
Alberto Torres 
Michael Touff 
Jean Townsend 
Jean Townsend 
Matthew Valeta 
Cheryl and Larry Volmert 
Barbara Vossler  
Deborah Wagner 
Nancy Wallace 
William Walters 
Carrie Warren-Gully 
Jane Wasson 
Gina Weitzenkorn 
Jolene and Terry Whitney 
Linda Whittle 
Chris Wiant 
Betty Wickstrom 
Nathan Wilkes 
Kenneth Wilson 
Elizabeth Withers 
Susan Wofford 
Susan Wofford-Brainerd 
Annie Wohlgenant 
Richard Wohlgenant 
James Wolf 
Dean Woodward 
Ruth Wright 
Barbara Yondorf 
Doug Young 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 

PEOPLE WHO MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE 

CCLP depends on generous donors to continue our work for economic security for 

low-income Coloradans. To show your support, visit www.cclponline.org/donate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Thank you” to 

all who  

supported CCLP 

this year! 


