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Increase Basic Cash Assistance 
 

 
 

What is Colorado Works? 
Colorado Works is Colorado's Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program. The program aims to 
strengthen families’ economic and social stability by providing basic cash assistance, connecting families with 
resources, and attaching those with the ability to work to employment opportunities. On average, a family 
participates in Colorado Works for eight months. 
 

What is basic cash assistance (BCA)? 
BCA works directly to break down barriers to family stability and employment by helping participants pay for 
transportation, housing, childcare, food, and other necessities. The maximum BCA amount is currently 
$462/month for a household with one adult and two children.   
 

What is the proposal to increase BCA? 
The State Department of Human Services has proposed increasing BCA for Colorado Works Participants by 10 
percent, or an average of $46 per month. The Colorado Human Services Board will consider this proposal in June 
2018. 
 
Why increase BCA? 
The BCA amount has been stagnant since 2009. It has not kept pace with inflation or increases in the minimum 
wage. The proposed increase will help the most vulnerable Coloradans avoid falling even further behind. 
Research shows that when families’ income increases, children’s education and health outcomes and future 
earning capacity improve dramatically. 
 

Did you know? 
12.5 percent of Colorado Works participants are experiencing homelessness. 
 

 
 

Think about what a 10 percent increase in your income would mean to your family. 
For Colorado Works participants, an extra $46 each month means: 

 

 One month of diapers 

 One week of infant formula 

 Nine meals for family of four 

 Two weeks’ worth of gasoline 

 RTD discount fare monthly pass 

 Internet access for one month 

 Period products for three months 

 Four 6-packs of socks 

 Kids waterproof winter boots 

 Cellular service for a month
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Support for Increasing BCA 
 

9to5 Colorado 

All Families Deserve a Chance Coalition 

Asian Pacific Development Center 

Bayaud Enterprises 

Bell Policy Center 

Bright Future Foundation of Eagle County 

Children’s Hospital Colorado 

Center for Health Progress 

Clayton Early Learning 

Colorado Center on Law and Policy 

Colorado Children’s Campaign 

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 

Colorado Community Health Network 

Colorado Cross Disability Coalition 

Colorado Fiscal Institute 

Colorado Social Legislation Committee 

Colorado Springs Food Rescue 

COLOR 

The Consortium 

CWEE 

Denver Food Rescue  

Denver Women’s Collaborative 

DenverWorks 

Emergency Family Assistance Association (EFAA) 

Energy Outreach Colorado 

Housing Solutions for the Southwest 

Human Services Network 

Hunger Free Colorado 

Interfaith Alliance of Colorado 

La Plata County Thrive! Living Wage Coalition 

LiveWell Colorado 

Lutheran Advocacy Ministries 

NARAL Pro-Choice Colorado 

National Association of Social Workers 

People’s Advocacy Council 

Posada of Pueblo 

Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 

Rodfei Tzedek of Congregation Rodef Shalom  

SafeHouse Denver 

S.H.A.R.E., Inc. 

Sisters of Loretto/ Loretto Community 

St. Francis Center  

The Denver Foundation 

The Gathering Place 

Together Colorado 

Tri-County Health Network 

UNE 

Women’s Lobby of Colorado 

Work Options for Women 


